The Contrarian Kingdom (Intro) Aug 21 2011
     I’m excited about this fall’s sermon series: “The Sermon on the Mount: The Contrarian Kingdom.”  Today we’ll introduce the theme, and then each speaker will deal with a portion of the text of Jesus’ most famous sermon!  

     Let’s begin by unpacking my chosen title: “The Contrarian Kingdom.”  I’ve purposely chosen the rather unusual word, “Contrarian.”  A contrarian is someone who rejects the majority opinion or the current opinion.  A contrarian is NOT “politically correct.”  The contrarian sees what others do not see.  The contrarian views the world differently.   It’s as if the contrarian sees the world through a different tint of glasses.  The contrarian gives the “minority report.”  
      For example, I believe that the universe was created by a spiritual being.  In many quarters, that would be a contrarian point of view, as many believe that the universe, and life, came to be through a fortunate series of accidents.
      In 1492 Christopher Columbus was a contrarian.  Everyone “knew” that the world was flat, but Columbus saw things differently.  He believed that the world was round:  He believed he could arrive in the Far East by sailing west.  
      In the 16th Century, Copernicus lived with a contrarian view of the heavens.  He saw things differently:  He saw that the earth was not the center of the solar system, but that the earth, as the other planets, revolved around the sun.  The sun, not the earth, was the center.  Copernicus was a contrarian. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]      Columbus was a contrarian.  Copernicus was a contrarian. Yet Jesus of Nazareth was the greatest contrarian who ever lived!  As his disciples, we have chosen to live in Christ’s contrarian kingdom.  

I. Seeing the unseen
      In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus teaches us a different way to view reality.  He shows us his unique paradigm.  (By the way, you know what  paradigms are, don’t you?  A pair of dimes are a nickel less than a quarter!  Seriously, a paradigm is a model, or a pattern.)  Jesus contrasts “conventional wisdom” with the way things REALLY are.  In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus tells us that we have had life wrong.  We’re not looking deeply enough.  We’re not seeing spiritual realities.  We are only looking on the surface of things.  That’s how Paul chides the Corinthians in II Cor 10:7 “You are only looking on the surface of things.”  You are only looking at the iceberg above the water and fail to see 90% of the iceberg that is below the water.  Jesus wants us to live our spiritual lives seeing the unseen, seeing what is hidden, seeing what is below the water line of the obvious.  Only when we accept the fuller picture will we make choices that are in line with full reality, with the way things REALLY are.  
      Thus Jesus invites us to live in a “Contrarian Kingdom” – see reality differently.  See below the surface.  Look more deeply.  Go beyond the obvious.  Don’t jump to quick conclusions.  Challenge your assumptions.  Jesus calls us to do what college professors call “critical thinking.”   Such is Jesus’ call for us to his contrarian kingdom of the unseen.  
      In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus constantly urges us toward his contrarian views:  
      It begins with the Beattitudes.  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, Blessed are those who mourn, blessed are the meek…”  Blessed means “happy.”  Jesus goes against conventional wisdom.  The world doesn’t see a blessing (happiness) in these attributes.  Jesus calls us to look deeper, to look beyond the obvious, to see under the surface of the water to see the unseen iceberg.  
     But the contrarian kingdom only begins with the beatitudes.  Jesus continues to call us to his contrarian point of view:
     5:17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them, but to fulfill them.”
     5:21 “You have heard that it was said to people long ago, “do not murder” (conventional wisdom) but I tell you that anyone who is angry…”
     5:27 “You have heard that it was said, “Do not commit adultery.”  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”
     5: 33 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, “Do not break your oaths.”  But I tell you, “Do not swear at all…” 
     5: 38 “You have heard that it was said, “Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.” But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person…”
     5:43 “You have heard that it was said, “Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.”  But I tell you: “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  
      Jesus calls us to see beyond the obvious. Jesus calls us to challenge our assumptions.  Look below the “water line.”  Look for hidden spiritual realities. Challenge our assumptions.  See how things REALLY are.  

II. Living by the Spirit (“supernaturally,” not just “naturally”)
     In chapters 6 & 7Jesus continues to elaborate on his contrarian kingdom.  Living under Jesus is not NATURAL, but SUPERNATURAL  Jesus calls me to follow the Spirit, not just the Flesh.  The Flesh is the “default program.”  The Flesh is our “natural reaction.”  Jesus doesn’t use the words “flesh” and “Spirit,” but the dichotomy is clearly present in the Sermon on the Mount.
    Listen to Paul’s words from Romans about “flesh and Spirit” and then listen to Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount:  Romans 8: 5-9
     6:1 “Be careful not to do you acts of righteousness before men, to be seen by them.  If you do, you will have no reward from your Father.”  (In stark contrast to the “fleshly, showy faith” of the Pharisees, Jesus calls us to private acts of righteousness.)  
     6:19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth…but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven.”  (Accumulate something other than money.)
     6:25 “Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink, or about your body, what you will wear…but seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”  (It’s natural to worry about our needs, yet Jesus calls us to trust God.)  
    7:1 “Do not judge, or you will be judged.” (It’s”fleshly” to judge others)
    7:7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives…”  (The world says, “You are on your own, buddy.”  Jesus calls us to ask God for help.)
    7:13 “Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.”  (The easy way or popular choice is not always safe, or best!  Flesh is easy, automatic. Spirit is chosen or intentional, and more difficult, but more rewarding.)  

III. Living Intentionally (by choice with purpose)
      Living in Christ’s contrarian kingdom is INTENTIONAL.  You don’t just accidently become a Christian, or accidently stay a Christian.   You didn’t become a Christian because you accidently fell into a baptistery!  You aren’t a Christian because your parents made you!  It’s because you CHOOSE Jesus and you CHOOSE his contrarian kingdom.  You aren’t “born a Christian,” you are REBORN a Christian.  Living “fleshly” is natural; living by God’s Spirit is INTENTIONAL.  It’s a matter of choice.  It’s a new birth, a new life, an intentional choice!  
       God is too kind to force anyone to live with Him forever in heaven.  Yes, heaven sure beats hell, but God won’t FORCE Himself on us any more than a good parent FORCES his kids to go to Disneyland.  The good parent INVITES his kids to go to Disneyland!  God wants to be chosen! He lets us choose Him!
       Living in Jesus’ contrarian kingdom is living INTENTIONALLY.  It’s not only choosing to START living His way, it is our daily intentional choices to KEEP living the Jesus way of the contrarian kingdom.  Since most of the world (Mt 7:13-14) doesn’t choose Jesus and his way, my choice for Jesus is my choice for His contrarian kingdom.  It’s a choice I hope that you make!
      Living intentionally means living with a higher PURPOSE.  Our lives are directed to purposes beyond ourselves.  We live to serve others and glorify God!  Paul wrote, “Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus” (Phil 2:4-5).  Life is NOT “all about me.”  As Jesus taught, “For whoever wants to save his life shall lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.”  (Mt 16:25).    We find our life by losing our life for Him!  

IV. Living Courageously
       Living in the Lord’s Contrarian Kingdom takes COURAGE.  We go against the flow.  We march to the beat of a different drummer.  We have a different perspective, a different worldview.  We just see things differently.  We are not politically correct. No wonder Christians are often misunderstood.  Our view of reality is different, deeper, and is based on things unseen.  We stand with those like Christopher Columbus and Copernicus whose contrarian views were at first widely ridiculed and rejected, yet later were embraced.  It takes courage to be a contrarian.  God’s people are usually NOT in the majority!  No wonder Jesus says (Mt 7:13-14): “Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”  Let us live courageously as a part of our Lord’s contrarian kingdom!  
       We have seen that Jesus calls us to see life differently, and to live life differently.  Truly the Sermon on the Mount is a call to live in a contrarian kingdom, to see life differently and live life differently than the world.  To follow Jesus is to be in the minority, but it is a blessed minority!  
      Here’s how Paul said it: “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  (Rm 12:2).  Like Jesus, Paul had a “contrarian view” of reality.   

V. Accepting the contrarian king
               Why should I accept Jesus’ view of reality?  Why should I follow a  Galilean teacher rather than the “generally accepted wisdom” of the world?  
1) Because of Jesus’ credentials.  I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  He healed the sick, raised the dead.  He taught God’s wisdom.  Jesus’ call to live in his contrarian kingdom is a call from our Creator!   I’m a guy.  Guys often don’t read the manufacture’s instructions.  We KNOW how to put it together!   But when all else fails, read the manufacture’s instructions!  The one who MADE it knows how it works.  My Creator knows how I work, and how my life works best in his contrarian kingdom.  
2) Quite simply, living in the contrarian kingdom WORKS.  It doesn’t LOOK like it would work, but it DOES WORK!  A few years ago I took my first flight on a 747.  It’s huge.  It looks too big to fly, but it flies!  It flew me all the way from Seattle to London, non-stop.  The longer I fly in Jesus’ plane, the more I appreciate the design!   The Lord’s kingdom doesn’t look like it will fly, but it does!  It works! 
        We live in one of two kingdoms.  We either follow our flesh or God’s Spirit.  We are in darkness or in light.  We live our lives “in the flesh” looking at 10% of the iceberg, or we live our lives in God’s Spirit and recognize that 90% of reality is unseen.  In Christ we live intentionally and courageously as a part of our Lord’s contrarian kingdom.  
       Everyone lives in one of two kingdoms:  The dominion of darkness or the light of Christ:“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  (Col. 1:13-14).
      Have you been “rescued?”  Have you been “translated” from darkness to light?  Have you accepted Jesus as your King?  Have you accepted HIS contrarian kingdom?   Have you put your faith in Jesus, turned from sin in repentance, and been baptized into Christ for the forgiveness of your sins?  
      Jesus wants you to become his disciple, his student.  He wants to show you the ways of His contrarian kingdom…a path that leads to life.  
       Respond to the Contrarian’s call.  Listen to HIS Sermon on the Mount. Plant your flag on HIS Mountain.  Embrace His contrarian life. 
